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FY27 Accreditation Fee Framework

Overview

Solar Accreditation Australia (SAA) is implementing a new fee framework for FY27 (1 July 2026 to 30
June 2027).

We believe it provides a fairer, clearer and more sustainable fee structure for the future.

The new fee framework seeks to:

Allocate costs more transparently

Reduce cross-subsidisation of services

Maximise a user-pays approach for services requested by identifiable individuals or organisations
Support technology investment and scheme sustainability

Maintain prudent financial reserves

Keep renewal fees below full recovery levels.

At a high level, the new fee framework includes:

Return to annual renewals and annual renewal fees as current 3-year accreditations expire
Increases to some of our existing fees in line with inflation

The introduction of some new fees for services provided now but not charged for
Different renewal fees depending on how many accreditation classes are held [one or more

than one].

Why changes are needed

Since SAA took on the role as accreditation scheme operator, fees have remained fixed during
several years of inflation. The impact on costs has been around 19 per cent since it was
proposed that SAA operate the scheme.

Due to an initial 3-year accreditation period, SAA has absorbed increased costs without the ability
to increase fees. Operating costs have increased through inflation, wage growth, compliance
obligations and battery accreditation requirements.

We’ve now been operating the accreditation scheme for two years and have sufficient operating
experience to understand the actual cost of administering the national scheme. FY27 fees are
based on a bottom-up assessment of costs, rather than historical assumptions.

Since SAA became the scheme operator, battery accreditation has been integrated into the
Small-scale Renewable Energy Scheme (SRES), increasing the complexity of operating the
scheme, increasing support and compliance requirements, and therefore increasing costs.

SAA is delivering stronger compliance and CPD requirements.

Upcoming changes by the Reserve Bank of Australia will impact the recovery of merchant fees
necessitating some minor updates to how fees are presented.

The fee changes ensure the scheme remains financially sustainable and capable of supporting
the industry into the future. SAA is a not-for-profit organisation and all revenue is reinvested into
operating and improving the accreditation scheme.
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How fees were determined
SAA undertook an extensive process to determine FY27 fees. At a high level this involved:
¢ Understanding the cost of running the scheme
e Determining the recovery requirement from fees
e Allocating costs to determine fees
e Proposing fees and detailing the need for changes
e Obtaining approvals and ensuring fee governance

What changes
Under the new fee framework, costs are recovered through two mechanisms:

o Activity-based (user pays) fees — where a service is requested by or primarily benefits an
identifiable user, the cost should be borne by that user rather than the broader accreditation
cohort.

¢ Annual renewal fees — ongoing scheme administration costs benefit all accredited persons and
are therefore appropriately recovered through annual renewals.

Activity-based fees

The objective of activity-based fees is to recover activity-specific costs from those who create them, so
that annual renewal fees fund only the ongoing administration of the accreditation scheme. Where a
person or organisation requests a specific service, they contribute to the cost of that service rather than
spreading the cost across all accredited professionals. Every dollar recovered from activity-based fees
reduces the amount that needs to be recovered through annual renewal fees.

Inflation will be applied to some the following activity-based fees include:
e accreditation application fees
e registration fees
e exam re-sit fees
o CPD extension fees

The following activity-based fees will also apply:

¢ A new exemption application fee will be introduced from 1 September
¢ Some data-sharing related fees will be introduced

e There will be a significant increase in fees charged to CPD providers, so accredited persons
subsidising course providers through their renewal fees.

Activity-based fees are outlined in the fee schedule for accredited persons on the final page of this
document.

Renewal fees

Under the FY27 fee framework, the accreditation term returns to a to 12-month cycle. This will transition
over several years, as previous 3-year accreditation terms fall due for renewal.

SAA is also introducing a differentiated renewal fee for single-class and multi-class accreditation.

This approach is fairer across the whole accreditation base and enables greater flexibility, while keeping
costs lower for those who benefit less from services under the scheme. Multi-class accreditation holders
represent a larger share of the accreditation base, requiring greater scheme administration, compliance,
system and support requirements.

Annual renewal fees are outlined in the fee schedule for accredited persons on the final page of this
document.
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Why introduce a differentiated renewal fee?

A uniform renewal fee, where all accredited persons pay the same, would be simpler but is less
equitable, since it fails to recognise different participation and support profiles.

Single-class and multi-class accreditation holders participate differently within the scheme and generate
different levels of support, compliance and administration effort. The differentiated model better reflects
these differences.

Cost recovery position

SAA has not sought to fully recover the cost of renewals in FY27. Calculations indicated a higher renewal
fee would be required for full cost recovery. However, the renewal fees were set below that level after
considering Industry Reference Group feedback and uncertainty about future renewal patterns.

SAA has intentionally kept single-class renewal fees below $300 (excluding GST) and multi-class fees
below $400. Full recovery of costs would equate to $425.99 (excluding GST) for every accredited
individual in the scheme.

Renewal fees have been moderated to reduce the impact on accredited professionals while the new
framework is introduced.

Applying indexation

Applying inflation alone does not recover the full cost of operating the scheme given the added
compliance costs, increases in expectations around CPD monitoring, and added support costs needed to
administer the scheme.

While inflation has increased costs, the scheme now also includes:

e battery accreditation administration

e increased compliance activity

e stronger CPD monitoring

e greater customer support requirements

e operation as an independent standalone organisation.

The accreditation scheme performs substantially more work than when fees were originally established.

Future fee governance
SAA plans an annual fee-setting process with the Clean Energy Regulator to review:

e cost base

¢ inflation and wage movements

e activity levels

e renewal behaviour

¢ technology requirements

¢ adequacy of proposed cash reserves.

Value to industry

The FY27 fee framework seeks to ensure Australia continues to have a trusted, well-governed and
professionally administered accreditation scheme that supports industry confidence, consumer
confidence and the integrity of the SRES.

It ensures compliance activity keeps pace with industry needs and protects the industry reputation.

CPD modules and resources and improved compliance checking and follow-up activity, help to ensure
accredited persons continue to meet competency expectations and that accreditation retains its value.

Ongoing investment in systems, data management, customer support platforms and technology improves
the experience of interacting with the scheme and supports future service improvements.
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Fee schedule for accredited persons
Activity-based fees relate to discrete services requested by individuals and are only payable when that activity is requested or required.

Fee type FY27 fee Total fee Details

without merchant (All inclusive fee)*
fee or GST

Renewal fees (applies from July 2026**)

Renewal fee — Single-class accreditation (per annum) $ 294.00 | $ 329.30 | Any single accreditation class
(e.g. GCPV only)

Renewal fee — Multi-class accreditation (per annum) $ 390.96 | $ 437.80 | Two or more accreditation classes of
accreditation (e.g. GCPV and GCBS)

Activity-based fees (applies from 1 September 2026)

Registration fee — All applications (per registration) $ 194.68 | $ 218.16 | Adjusted for inflation [2 yrs]
Application fee [First/scope Addition incl. SPS] (per application) $ 50487 | $ 665.97 | Adjusted for inflation [2 yrs]
Application fee [SPS and non-SRES compliance referred] — (per | $ 594.87 | $ 665.97 | SPS applications to be bought into line
application) with all other application fees

2 per day rule exemption — per application of up to 50 systems $ 594.87 | $ 665.97 | New fee

Exam re-sit fee $ 135.20 | $ 151.59 | Adjusted for inflation [2 yrs]

Payable only after three unsuccessful attempts to pass the
exam during the application process

CPD extension fee (maximum one 1-month extension per $ 8112 | $ 91.08 | Adjusted for inflation [2 yrs]
annum)
Only upon accreditee request [conditions apply]

* From 1 October 2026, under legislative changes, merchant fees cannot be separately outlined and will be incorporated into the total (all inclusive) fee.
The all-inclusive fee includes GST charged at 10 per cent.

** Renewal fee changes were previously communicated to individuals whose accreditation renewal is due during July/August 2026, to ensure appropriate
notice of changes before fees were payable.
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